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1. Background 

 
Practising engineers must stay abreast of the rapidly changing environment in which 
they work to remain effective and to provide essential services that are both functional 
and efficient.  To do this, they must be aware of matters of concern to the engineering 
profession that appear daily in newspapers, magazines, journals, on the television and 
the Internet.  They must also be able to discuss these issues and to present their views 
in a logical and yet forthright manner with their clients, colleagues and members of the 
community.  Clear, concise and accurate records must also be kept. 
 
2. Aim 
 
As part of this course, an engineering logbook is to be maintained online using a web log 
(blog).  The logbook will consist of at least one article of engineering interest that 
appeared in the media during the week, relevant to the topic of that week, as listed 
below: 
 
 
  Week 1: Teamwork 
  Week 2: Creativity 
    Project Management 
  Week 3: Leadership 
  Week 9: Ethics 
  Week 10: Professional Liability 
  Week 11: Occupational Health & Safety 
  Week 12: Environmental Sustainability 

Week 13: A summary of how you have applied or used each of these 
seven skills or orientations in your project (400 words) 

 
 
For each of these seven topics, the news item (if radio a transcript would be appropriate; 
for a television article, a précis should be provided) is to be uploaded/added to the 
“Files” section of your e-Portfolio as either a Word document, PDF or URL to an online 
source.  You then have to create a blog entry for the news item in the “Blog” section of 
your e-Portfolio, and “clip” it to your uploaded news item.  Your blog entry must discuss 
the significance of the news item and its importance to the engineering profession.  This 
discussion should be original and not a paraphrase of the article.  It should be 250-300 
words.  It is your ideas that are important, not just those of the author of the article.  Your 
blog entries should be made in the relevant week.  (Don’t leave it till the end of 
semester!). 



3. Introduction to your e-Portfolio 
 
All students in ENGG 1803 Professional Engineering 1 will be issued an e-Portfolio.  An 
e-Portfolio is synonymous to an artist’s portfolio, in which an artist will construct a 
collection of their works that best conveys their style, skills and talent.  In much the same 
way, an e-Portfolio is a collection of evidence that demonstrates a learner’s skills and 
competencies. 
 
You should by now have received an email containing details for the location of your e-
Portfolio.  Use your MyUni key to log in to your e-Portfolio. 
 
Log in to your e-Portfolio and select the “Home” tab to visit your home page.  Each box 
on your home page is called a portlet.  You are able to edit the content of a portlet if you 
see an edit icon  in the top right corner of each box. 
 

 
Figure 1.  The e-Portfolio Home page. 

 
 
You can customize your e-Portfolio by uploading a portrait of yourself.  Then add a 
welcome note, and display some information about yourself. 
 
4. Uploading Files to your e-Portfolio 
 
Click the “Files” tab in your e-Portfolio.  You should see a page that looks like Figure 2.  
In Figure 2, the portlet to the left is the “Clipper” tool that we will describe in more detail 
below.  The portlet to the right is the file storage area.  The grey buttons to the top of the 
file storage portlet show the options available to you.  These options are: 
 

• Add a file (of any type, eg Word, PDF, RTF, JPG, GIF, etc) 
• Create a URL (a bookmark facility for your web sites) 



• Create a new folder (organise your files and URLs into folders) 
• Delete a folder 
• Edit a folder to change the name of the folder 
• Modify permissions on a folder to limit access to your files 

 

 
Figure 2. File storage portlet in your e-Portfolio 

 
To upload your news item, click on the “Add File” button.  You will be taken to a page 
that looks like Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 3.  Upload a file. 

 
On the file upload page, select the “Browse…” button to display a file chooser dialog.  
Navigate your file system using the dialog box, and select a file that you would like to 



upload to your e-Portfolio.  Next, enter a title for your file, and a brief description.  Finally, 
click on the “OK” button to upload your file.  You’ll be taken back to the file storage 
portlet, which should now be displaying your uploaded file. 
 
Important: To complete your upload, click on the “properties” link next to your uploaded 
file.  The properties page will display more details about your uploaded file.  Now, clip 
the file or URL to the “General” clipboard in the Clipper panel by clicking on the “Go” 
button adjacent to the clipboard drop-down menu.  This step adds your file or URL to a 
clipboard, so that you can later on relate a blog entry back to this resource. 
 
 
5. Adding a Blog Entry to your e-Portfolio 
 
Click on the “Blog” tab in your e-Portfolio to access your blogging application.  You 
should see a page that looks like Figure 4. 
 

 
Figure 4.  The Web Log (Blog) 

 
Figure 4 shows the blog with one blog entry titled “Hard day’s work”, followed by the 
contents of the blog. 
 
To add an entry to your blog, click on the “Add Blog Item” link.  You will be taken to a 
page where you need to enter a title and content for your blog entry.  You can blog about 
anything you want, however for your weekly news item blogs you should use a suitable 
title such as “Week1: Teamwork” to show clearly that the blog entry corresponds to your 
assessment. 
 



For the Post Status drop down menu, select “Publish” to publish your blog entry.  If you 
do not change the Post Status, then your blog entry will be submitted as a “Draft” version 
by default.  You can easily change the status later on to “Publish” by editing your blog 
entry. 
 
Click “OK” to post your blog entry. 
 
6. Clipping your File to your Blog Entry 
 
Finally, you need to “relate” your blog entry to the news item you uploaded. 
 
If you haven’t added your article to the clipboard as suggested in Section 4, then do so 
now.  Otherwise skip this paragraph.  Go back to the Files tab and find the file you had 
previously uploaded.  Click the “properties” link adjacent to the file or URL that you had 
uploaded.  This will display a page containing more information about the file.  Now add 
the file or URL to the General clipboard (refer to Figure 5) by clicking on the “Go” button 
next to the clipboard drop-down menu. 
 
 

 
Figure 5. Clipboard categories. 

 
 
Now click on the “Blog” tab in your e-Portfolio.  Scroll down the blog page until you find 
the blog entry that you want to clip to the news item.  Click on the “permalink” link to view 
the contents of the blog entry.  You will see the “Clipper” portlet appear to the left of your 
blog entry.  Click on the “Add Related Items” button (shown in Figure 6) to clip the blog 
entry to items that appear on your clipboard. 
 
 

 
Figure 6. Related items 

 
 
You should now see a table similar to that shown in Figure 7.  Click the check box next 
to your news item in the list, and then click on “Clip It” to clip the selected items to your 
blog entry. 
 



 
Figure 7.  Clipboard items that have been added to the “General” clipboard, and those 

that have been “viewed”. 
 
 
When you return back to your blog entry, you should now see a list of clipped items 
below your blog entry.  This list should contain an entry for your news item as shown in 
Figure 8. 
 
 

 
Figure 8.  The end result. 


